
Lead and Other Toxic Chemicals Found in 
Low-Cost Jewelry 

Do you know what is in your low-cost jewelry? Cheap jewelry is 
popular for young girls and thrifty adults, but you may be getting 
more than you bargained for. In a new study published on 
HealthyStuff.org, “Researchers tested [jewelry] for chemicals -- 
including lead, cadmium, arsenic, mercury, bromine and 
chlorine (PVC) – which have been linked in animal and some 
human studies to acute allergies and to long-term health 
impacts such as birth defects, impaired learning, liver toxicity, 
and cancer.  
Over half (59%) of the products tested had a "high" level of 
concern due to the presence of one or more hazardous 
chemicals detected at high levels.  Four products contained 
over 10% cadmium, a known carcinogen.  Fifty percent 
contained lead, with over half (27%) of these containing more 
than 100 ppm of lead in one or more components, exceeding 

the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) limit of lead in 
children’s products.” (HealthyStuff.org, 2012). 
Popular retailers carrying the affected jewelry include: Ming 99 City, 
Burlington Coat Factory, Target, Big Lots, Claire’s Glitter, Forever 
21, Walmart, H&M, Meijers, Kohl’s, Justice, Icing and Hot Topic. 
Samples used in the study were collected in Ohio, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, New York and Vermont. 
“HealthyStuff.org measured the presence of these chemicals with 
an X-ray fluorescence (XRF) analyzer – a proven, accurate 
indicator of elements in products. Anyone concerned about these 
jewelry products can visit: www.HealthyStuff.org and search by 
brand, jewelry type and chemical detected” (HealthyStuff.org).  

Lead is especially dangerous for young children as it can cause brain, nervous system, kidney, and liver 
damage; behavioral problems; and even death. Other toxic chemicals may cause cancer and other 
developmental problems. If you own any low-cost jewelry from these retailers we urge you to compare it to a list 
of tested jewelry on the www.HealthyStuff.org website and remove it from your home immediately.  

For more lead poisoning or prevention information visit our website at www.CoalitionForPrevention.org. 
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Highlights of Study Results:  
OVERALL -- 59% (58) of products tested were rated as having HIGH 
level of concern due the presence of one or more hazardous chemical 

detected at high levels. 
LEAD -- 27 of 99 (27%) of jewelry contained greater than 100 ppm lead 
in one or more components. 100 ppm is the CPSC limit of lead in chil-

dren’s products and the 90 ppm limit for lead in paint. 
CADMIUM -- 10 of 99 (10%) of jewelry contained greater than100 ppm 

cadmium in one or more components. 
CHROMIUM --  92 of 95 (93%) of jewelry contained greater than 100 

ppm chromium. 
NICKEL -- 30 of 95 (30%) of jewelry contained greater than 100 ppm 

nickel. 
BROMINATED FLAME RETARDANTS -- 7 of 95 (7%) of jewelry con-
tained brominated flame retardants (greater than 1,000 ppm bromine). 

CHLORINE -- One-third, 11 of 95 (12%) of jewelry contained PVC 
(greater than 25,000 ppm chlorine).  

Other chemical analyzed include mercury and arsenic. 
 (HealthyStuff.org, 2012). 
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